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An official publication of GPhA’s Academy of Independent Pharmacy 
The mission of AIP is to ensure the economic viability and security of independent pharmacy, and to   

advance the concept of pharmacy care designed to enhance patient quality of life and positive outcomes. 

The Independent News 

Georgia continues to lead the country in fewest Covid-19 vaccinations.  I hope all   
of you will continue to recommend to your patients how important it is for                   
EVERYONE to get their vaccine. 
 

While we know there are potential adverse effects, which we all should make clear 
to our patients, the overall benefits certainly far exceed the risks for those who are 
NOT vaccinated. 
 

Looks like we will continue to offer PPE for a long time to come.  From the Delta 
variant to the Delta+, Lambda and now the emergence of the Mu variant, this virus 
is not going away any time soon. Stay safe and healthy! 
 

On another note, while AIP remains the envy of other state pharmacy associations,   
I believe we can always strive to do better. The AIP BOD had a very insightful 
meeting a week ago where each board member shared suggestions of how we might 
be able to grow AIP.  First let me say, that approximately 70% of the independents 
in Georgia are members of AIP.  Not bad considering that no buying group or 
wholesaler can come close to claiming a 70% margin. Yet, I think we can still          
increase membership through some outreach efforts.  In whatever Georgia              
community your pharmacy is located – or in an adjacent community, please               
explore whether there are any new pharmacies that have opened or pharmacies that 
are not members of AIP. Do share your leads with Jeff or your Member Service 
Representative (MSR). Thanks! 
 

Speaking of MSRs . . .  Please give your MSR some time with you or your store 
manager to discuss some of the current services and partners we are promoting.  Let 
me share with you some of our top partners for AIP.  First is Ortho Molecular, a 
quality line of vitamins & supplements and a super drug nutrient depletion program. 
It’s easy to implement and most importantly, beneficial to our patients. Andrew and 
Olivia are two of their representatives and cover a good portion of the state.  
 

Prescribe Wellness is another great partner providing electronic refill reminders to 
the patients, birthday and anniversary wishes, two-way messaging - patient-
pharmacy and pharmacy-patient, as well as many other programs. 
 

We now have several CBD partners for you to choose from:          
PharmaCanna, Enhanced Clinical Nutrition (ECN), Medosi, and 
Coastal Cannabis Distributors(CCD). Coastal Cannabis is a                       
distributor who represents several different CBD companies and               
offers a free opening introductory package.  Don’t miss out on                  
providing CBD products to your patients.  
 
 Ira 
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BEWARE OF BILLING IVERMECTIN FOR OFF-LABEL USE 
 

Beware of billing ivermectin to third party payers for Covid.  We have heard of PBMs auditing and 
taking payment back  because it is “clinically inappropriate.”  Medicare and other federal programs 
do not pay for off-label use.  Here is a link from the FDA: 
 

Why You Should Not Use Ivermectin to Treat or Prevent COVID-19 
 

COVID-19. We’ve been living with it for what sometimes seems like forever. Given the number      
of deaths that have occurred from the disease, it’s perhaps not surprising that some consumers are 
looking at unconventional treatments, not approved or authorized by the Food and Drug                          
Administration (FDA).  
 

Though this is understandable, please beware. The FDA’s job is to carefully evaluate the scientific 
data on a drug to be sure that it is both safe and effective for a particular use, and then to decide 
whether or not to approve it. Using any treatment for COVID-19 that’s not approved or authorized  
by the FDA, unless part of a clinical trial, can cause serious harm.  
 

There seems to be a growing interest in a drug called ivermectin to treat humans with COVID-19. 
Ivermectin is often used in the U.S. to treat or prevent parasites in animals.  The FDA has received 
multiple reports of patients who have required medical support and been hospitalized after                       
self-medicating with ivermectin intended for horses. 
 

Here’s What You Need to Know about Ivermectin 
 

• FDA has not approved ivermectin for use in treating or preventing COVID-19 in humans.              
Ivermectin tablets are approved at very specific doses for some parasitic worms, and there are                
topical (on the skin) formulations for head lice and skin conditions like rosacea. Ivermectin is not    
an anti-viral (a drug for treating viruses). 

• Taking large doses of this drug is dangerous and can cause serious harm.  

• If you have a prescription for ivermectin for an FDA-approved use, get it from a legitimate 
source and take it exactly as prescribed.  

• Never use medications intended for animals on yourself. Ivermectin preparations for animals are 
very different from those approved for humans.  
 

What is Ivermectin and How is it Used? 
 

Ivermectin tablets are approved by the FDA to treat people with intestinal strongyloidiasis and           
onchocerciasis, two conditions caused by parasitic worms. In addition, some topical (on the skin) 
forms of ivermectin are approved to treat external parasites like head lice and for skin conditions 
such as rosacea.  
 

Some forms of ivermectin are used in animals to prevent heartworm disease and certain internal and 
external parasites. It’s important to note that these products are different from the ones for people, 
and safe when used as prescribed for animals, only. 
 

When Can Taking Ivermectin Be Unsafe?  
 

The FDA has not reviewed data to support use of ivermectin in COVID-19 patients to treat or to   
prevent COVID-19; however, some initial research is underway. Taking a drug for an unapproved 
use can be very dangerous. This is true of ivermectin, too. 
 

There’s a lot of misinformation around, and you may have heard that it’s okay to take large doses of 
ivermectin. That is wrong.  
 

Even the levels of ivermectin for approved uses can interact with other medications, like                      
blood-thinners. You can also overdose on ivermectin, which can cause nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, 
hypotension (low blood pressure), allergic reactions (itching and hives), dizziness, ataxia (problems 
with balance), seizures, coma and even death.  
 

Ivermectin Products for Animals Are Different from Ivermectin Products for People 
 

For one thing, animal drugs are often highly concentrated because they are used for large animals  
like horses and cows, which can weigh a lot more than we do—a ton or more. Such high doses can               
be highly toxic in humans.  
 

Moreover, FDA reviews drugs not just for safety and effectiveness of the active ingredients, but also  
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We recently picked up a new AIP partner, Norm’s Farms which has several forms of organic Elderberry.  From         
various different Elderberry extracts, Gummies and an assortment of jams and jellies. 
 

Also, for those into DME products, check out Lifestyle Mobility Aids. They offer quality products at a fair and    
reasonable price.  They only sell to independents, not the big box stores or any of the direct-to-consumer online 
stores. They periodically run specials on walkers, rollators, wheelchairs - just to mention a few items.   
 

I don’t want to forget one of our early AIP partners, Mason Vitamins.  They have been a mainstay for many of our 
pharmacies for years and let’s continue to support them. 
 

Let me not forget the one item EVERY pharmacy needs: ink cartridges. TonerRx has been a partner for many years 
offering quality ink/toner cartridges at a very reasonable price. 
 

I recently came across a quote which states, “IF YOU CAN’T FAIL, THEN YOU WILL NEVER SUCCEED.” 
Why do I mention this? If you tried something in the past that didn’t work out, consider trying again. We need to 
step away from our comfort zones and try new endeavors, such as bringing in new products or trying new services 
from our partners.  Nothing ventured, nothing gained.  Invest a little more in your front end, which YOU can       
control.  
 

I urge each of you to join the GPhA 100% club by making all your staff pharmacists and technicians a member of 
GPhA. 
 

Remember, I am always available to help each of you.  
 

As always, it is my pleasure to serve as your chair. 
 

Ira 
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for the inactive ingredients. Many inactive ingredients found in animal products aren’t evaluated for use in people. Or they are            
included in much greater quantity than those used in people. In some cases, we don’t know how those inactive ingredients will           
affect how ivermectin is absorbed in the human body. 
 

Meanwhile, effective ways to limit the spread of COVID-19 continue to be to wear your mask, stay at least 6 feet from others who    
don’t live with you, wash hands frequently, and avoid crowds. 
 

https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/why-you-should-not-use-ivermectin-treat-or-prevent-covid-19 

BEWARE OF BILLING IVERMECTIN FOR OFF-LABEL USE—Continued from Page 2 

COVID-19 Booster Dose Guidance 
 
Please see below for updated booster dose guidance: 
 

• Administration of the product off label may not be covered under the PREP Act or 

the PREP Act declaration; therefore, providers may not have immunity from claims. 

• Individuals who receive an off-label dose may not be eligible for compensation 

under the Countermeasures Injury Compensation Program after a possible adverse 
event. 

• CDC has defined the scope of the CDC COVID-19 Vaccination Program in terms of 

how the USG-provided vaccines may be used in the program.  Providers giving off-label 
doses would be in violation of the CDC Program provider agreement potentially             
impacting their ability to remain a provider in the CDC program. 

• Administration fees may not be reimbursable by payers. 

 
COVID-19 Vaccine Team 
Georgia Department of Public Health  
Division of Medical and Clinical Services 
2 Peachtree Street NW, 13th floor 
Atlanta, GA 30303  
DPH online: www.dph.ga.gov  
DPH on Facebook: www.facebook.com/GaDPH  

DPH on Twitter: www.twitter.com/GaDPH 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/why-you-should-not-use-ivermectin-treat-or-prevent-covid-19
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dph.ga.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ctracy.dabbs%40dph.ga.gov%7C241e37686d834cf5884708d97223a06a%7C512da10d071b4b948abc9ec4044d1516%7C0%7C0%7C637666319596494189%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wL
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FGaDPH&data=04%7C01%7Ctracy.dabbs%40dph.ga.gov%7C241e37686d834cf5884708d97223a06a%7C512da10d071b4b948abc9ec4044d1516%7C0%7C0%7C637666319596504146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIj
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2FGaDPH&data=04%7C01%7Ctracy.dabbs%40dph.ga.gov%7C241e37686d834cf5884708d97223a06a%7C512da10d071b4b948abc9ec4044d1516%7C0%7C0%7C637666319596504146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjo
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PBMs: 21st century 
robber barons  

By B. Douglas Hoey, RPh, MBA, National Community Pharmacists Association CEO 
 

 

 

Jeff Bezos, founder of Amazon and the richest man on the planet, was in the news for a couple 
of reasons this summer. One, for taking a sub-orbital space jaunt, and two, for his comments 
that some viewed as interstellar tone deafness: "I want to thank every Amazon employee and 
every Amazon customer, because you guys paid for all of this," said Bezos, whose net worth is 
approximately $214 billion. 
 

I'm far from a history buff, but I like the History Channel series about the individuals who built 
America. Bezos' comments reminded me of a recent History Channel podcast and the National 
Community Pharmacists Association’s outreach to the Federal Trade Commission. 
 

"Robber barons" was a not-so-flattering term used to describe industrialists in the late 19th   
and early 20th century who helped inspire the need for the Sherman Antitrust Act. As a quick 
refresher, the Sherman Act was created to promote economic fairness and competition. It 
passed 51-1 in the Senate (the only vote against was by Sen. Rufus Blodgett, a one-term senator 
from New Jersey who was superintendent of the railroads for 25 years) and 242-0 in the House.  
 

"Robber baron" was a pejorative term directed at monopolists who engaged in unethical       
business practices, exploited their workers, and cared little about their customers or                 
competition. Names from that era that are often mentioned in the same breath with robber   
baron include John Rockefeller, Cornelius Vanderbilt, and J.P. Morgan.  
 

The FTC was created in 1914, not coincidentally as the U.S. was trying to rein in robber baron 
behavior and protect consumers from their one-sided practices. Community pharmacy has its 
own version of robber barons called pharmacy benefit managers. PBMs produce some of the 
same anti-consumer, anti-small business, anti-competition results as the robber barons from 
more than a century ago. For many years, the FTC has allowed PBMs to grow bigger and exert 
their market leverage to the benefit of shareholders and at the expense of small businesses and 
consumers. But lately there have been some signs of changing attitudes. 
 

The Biden and Trump administrations are very different, but so-called "Big Tech" companies 
like Facebook, Amazon, and Google have drawn the attention of both. In July, President Biden 
signed an executive order directing federal regulators to look into the impact of corporate     
consolidations that have resulted in oligopolies in several industries, including PBMs in health 
care.  
 

NCPA has been a constant voice at the FTC for decades, flagging our concerns with the                
one-sided, take-it-or-leave-it PBM contracts, patient steering, and the problems with PBM-
owned and -affiliated pharmacies that decide the reimbursement of their competitors. Lina 
Khan, a vocal critic of Big Tech, has been named FTC Chair. NCPA congratulated Khan on her 
appointment. Additionally, NCPA General Counsel Matt Seiler was able to get a slot to present 
to the FTC commissioners in their first public forum and we also have spoken with White House 
advisers about the need for anti-trust oversight. 
 

There is momentum here for probes into what we contend is anti-competitive behavior. Change 
won't come easy or fast. The FTC provides guidance but it's Congress that makes laws and it's 
courts that referee those laws. There are 40 years of legal precedence in which courts have     
supported practices that have led to the current situation. It will take some time to evolve to a 
pro-consumer state. But the recent actions are encouraging.  
 

Robber barons beware. 

If you change 
wholesalers 

please be sure to 
let us know.  

Please contact     
Verouschka 
Betancourt-

Whigham “V”   
at 

vbwhigham@ 
gpha.org                 

or                           
404-419-8102.  

Thank You 

http://www.ncpanet.org/
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High trust in doctors, nurses in US, AP-NORC poll finds 
By EMILY SWANSON and TOM MURPHY  August 10, 2021 
 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Most Americans have high trust in doctors, nurses and pharmacists, a new poll finds. 
 

Researchers say that trust could become important in the push to increase COVID-19 vaccinations, as long as unvaccinated 

people have care providers they know and are open to hearing new information about the vaccines.  
 

At least 7 in 10 Americans trust doctors, nurses and pharmacists to do what’s right for them and their families either most 

or all of the time, according to the poll from the University of Chicago Harris School of Public Policy and The Associated 

Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. 
 

The poll shows high levels of trust among both Democrats and Republicans; men and women; and white, Black and Hispanic 

Americans. 
 

When people get treatment or a service from a doctor or a nurse, they start building trust and then tend to return to those 

providers when they need more help or have questions about a health issue, said Michelle Strollo, a senior vice president in 

NORC’s Health Research Group. 
 

“Public health officials should really look to doctors, nurses and pharmacists to be the megaphone to deliver the message of 

the importance of getting vaccinated,” she said.  
 

Polling from the nonprofit Kaiser Family Foundation in June also showed people trusted doctors for information about the 

vaccine more than other sources like the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and Dr. Anthony Fauci, the U.S.       

government’s top infectious disease expert. 
 

COVID-19 case levels are soaring across the country, driven by a highly contagious virus variant that mostly infects                 

unvaccinated people, according to public health experts. President Joe Biden and others have pleaded with Americans to     

get the shots.  
 

The COVID-19 vaccines have been widely available since spring, and the CDC reports that 71% of U.S. adults have received at 

least one dose.  
 

Recently retired cardiologist Paul Vaitkus said he encouraged many of his patients, some of whom have been seeing him for 

years, to get the vaccine due to their health conditions. He thinks they listened to him. 
 

“As a doctor, my patient knows me and they sized me up eye to eye,” the 62-year-old Gurnee, Illinois, resident said. “They 

know that I’m honest.” 
 

Care providers could help encourage people to get vaccines, but the country’s fragmented health care system presents an 

obstacle.  
 

Vaccination rates are low among the uninsured, noted Liz Hamel, director of public opinion and survey research for Kaiser.  
 

“Those are the same people who are less likely to be in regular health care, to have those interactions with doctors and 

providers,” she said.  
 

The same holds true for younger adults, who also have low vaccination rates. They are less likely to see a doctor regularly or 

get preventive care like annual checkups. 
 

Plus, just getting someone into a doctor’s office or drugstore offers no guarantee that the patient will become vaccinated.  
 

Hamel noted that attitudes toward the shots have become so politicized that people who trust a doctor to give them advice 

about other issues may not be open to hearing more about the vaccines.  
 

“I think some people, based on politics, have completely closed off,” she said.  
 

Doctors earn broad trust from the American public, and a slim majority are in favor of federal funding for increasing the 

number of doctors, according to the AP-NORC poll. But only about 2 in 10 support government funds for increasing doctors’ 

pay. Half of Americans say doctors are paid about right. 
 

However, most Americans, including majorities of both Democrats and Republicans, think nurses and health care aides are 

underpaid. 
 

Even as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to plague the U.S., the poll finds no significant shifts in opinions about health care 

policies, including the Affordable Care Act, a single payer health system or a public option.  
 

Murphy reported from Indianapolis. 

 
The AP-NORC poll of 1,071 adults was conducted from June 10 to June 14. It used a sample drawn from NORC’s probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is 
designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 4.2 percentage points. 

NCPA 2021 Willard B. 

Simmons Independent 

Pharmacist of the Year 

Award – Ira Katz, RPh 
 

Ira Katz has been 

selected as the 

NCPA Willard B. 

Simmons                    

Independent       

Pharmacist of the 

Year!  Such exciting 

news!  The award 

will be presented at 

the 123rd Annual 

NCPA Convention 

in Charlotte, NC, during the Second    

General Session on Monday, October 11, 

in the Crown Ballroom of the Charlotte 

Convention Center.  The award is               

sponsored by Upsher Smith Laboratories, 

LLC. 
 

Congratulations Ira!!!!  

Fall Virtual Medicaid Fair 
Save the Date 

 

The Department of Community Health 
(DCH) and Gainwell Technologies         
encourage you to save the date for our Fall 
Virtual Medicaid Fair!  

 

Thursday, October 28, 2021  

The Virtual Medicaid Fair will offer                 
important updates on emergent issues by 
DCH leadership and several break-out  
sessions covering a variety of topics. 
Please stay tuned for additional details. 
Registration information will be posted 
soon.  
 

Want to help shape our agenda?  

To ensure our planned break-out sessions 
(including time for questions and answers) 
address relevant topics for you, please   
submit your suggested breakout topics to 
GeorgiaMedicaidFair@dxc.com no later 
than Monday, August 23, 2021. The  
agenda will be developed based on your 
feedback.  
 

Thank you for your continued participation 
in the Georgia Medicaid program. We look 
forward to our virtual fair on Thursday, 
October 28, 2021.  

https://apnorc.org/
https://apnorc.org/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/poll-finding/kff-covid-19-vaccine-monitor-june-2021/
https://apnews.com/article/science-health-coronavirus-pandemic-ac6ef8534bffeec97e9dc771b7990fe6
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
mailto:GeorgiaMedicaidFair@dxc.com
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AIP Fall 2021 CE Sessions - Sunday, October 24, 2021 
 

9:00 am – 10:00 am The Pharmacy of the Future (Presented by Jake Galdo, PharmD) 

Community pharmacies continue to undergo a bifurcation. The backbone of medication dispensing has become a commodity – and the pharmacy of the future is more   

focused on what a patient does with a medication, not how a patient gets it. This course will describe a vision of the community pharmacy of the future – defined by the 

services happening today. (UAN: 0142-0000-21-037-L04-P/T; CPE hours: 1.0; Activity type: Knowledge; Target Audience: Pharmacists and pharmacy technicians) 
 

Learning Objectives for pharmacists     Learning Objectives for pharmacy techs 
At the completion of this activity, the participant will be able to:   At the completion of this activity, the participant will be able to: 

Describe the current financial and professional status of community pharmacies.  Describe the current financial and professional status of community pharmacies. 

List quality measures designed for community pharmacy practice.    List quality measures designed for community pharmacy practice.  

Discuss services that optimize patient care.     Discuss pharmacy technician activities that assist the pharmacist in optimizing  
        patient care. 
 

10:00 am – 11:00 am 340B: Is it for me? (Presented by Amanda Gaddy, RPh) 

340B allows pharmacies to partner with local communities to expand healthcare services. This program will give an entry level overview by reviewing the requirements and 

benefits of participation for the pharmacy, the enrollment process, and ongoing monitoring. (UAN: 0142-0000-21-036-L04-P/T; CPE hours: 1.0; Activity type: Knowledge;  

Target Audience: Pharmacists and pharmacy technicians) 
 

Learning Objectives for pharmacists     Learning Objectives for pharmacy techs 
At the completion of this activity, the participant will be able to:   At the completion of this activity, the participant will be able to: 

Explain the fundamental basics and potential benefits of a 340B program.  Explain the fundamental basics and potential benefits of a 340B program. 

Discuss potential partnership opportunities with Covered Entities.   Discuss potential partnership opportunities with Covered Entities. 

Identify key components of the Pharmacy Services Agreement.   Identify key roles pharmacy technicians play in assisting the pharmacist with  
Review best practice procedures for operationalizing a Contract Pharmacy.  managing a 340B program.  
 

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm COVID-19 and Community Pharmacy (Presented by Patrick Chancy, PharmD ) 

Independent community pharmacies are critical to healthcare all throughout Georgia and at no time have they shined more than the COVID-19 pandemic. Today's session will 

focus on what services can be provided to make your pharmacy an access point to care. In addition, ensuring that you are using your skills as a vaccinator to provide the 

COVID vaccine efficiently and effectively. (UAN: 0142-0000-21-038-L04-P/T; CPE hours: 1.0; Activity type: Knowledge; Target Audience: Pharmacists and pharmacy                    

technicians) 
 

Learning Objectives for pharmacists     Learning Objectives for pharmacy techs 

At the completion of this activity, the participant will be able to:   At the completion of this activity, the participant will be able to: 

Discuss what services can be a differentiators for your pharmacy during COVID-19.  Discuss what services can be a differentiators for your pharmacy during COVID-19. 
Identify best practices around administering COVID-19 vaccines for the community.  List best practice steps with administering COVID-19 vaccines for the community. 

Discuss how crisis management and a focus on team burnout can be handled.  Discuss the pharmacy technician role(s) in helping with crisis management and  

        preventing team burnout. 
About your speakers: 

Patrick Chancy, PharmD: Patrick Chancy is a third-generation pharmacist from Hahira, Ga. He graduated from the University of Georgia College of Pharmacy in 2017 and continued his         
education as a PGY-1 Community-based Resident at Moose Pharmacy through 2018. He now serves at the Clinical Services Coordinator for Chancy Drugs and is currently a member of the 

CPESN Ga Board of Directors. 

Amanda Gaddy, RPh: Amanda Gaddy champions local community pharmacies, helping optimize business operations so they can better serve the community at large. As Director of Clinical 

Services for Georgia Pharmacy Association’s Academy of Independent Pharmacy, she acts as an education resource, assisting pharmacies with their clinical programs and supplying auditing 

support to ensure their business runs smoothly. Amanda is also the Co-Founder of Secure340B; a company focused on helping pharmacies navigate and utilize the 340B program so they can 
improve the welfare of the community they serve. 

Jake Galdo, PharmD: Jake Galdo co-founded and is CEO of a new company, Seguridad, establishing a ‘star rating’ for community pharmacy quality. He also helps lead content and course 

development at CEimpact. Dr. Galdo also spends his professional time staffing in a neighborhood community pharmacy, developing innovative clinical services, and representing the profession 

of pharmacy on various boards and advisory committees for regional and national organizations. 

 

New AIP Partner    Norm’s Farms is excited to be the newest partner for The Association of Independent Pharmacists, 

and we’re looking forward to working with you! We’re a nature to nurture company. Our farms specialize 

in the American elderberry, and our immune supplements are backed by rigorous, 3rd party testing for 

authenticity, potency, and purity. 
 

We practice sustainable agriculture, vertical integration, and provide quality elderberry    

products from our family to yours. 
 

We’re unique in that we care for our American elderberries throughout the entire life cycle, 

from cultivation in the fields to the goods your customers bring home. Having control over the whole  

supply chain means we are uniquely positioned to consistently meet the demand of your customers.  
 

We believe in keeping it real. Our people work hard to feed families effective, daily elderberry support—from nature to nurture. 
 

Continued on Page 10 

GPhA is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education as a provider of continuing pharmacy education. 

Macon Marriott & Centreplex 

Macon, GA 
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New AIP Partner: Coastal Cannabis Distributors  
 

Coastal Cannabis Distributors is family owned and operated out of Charleston SC since 2018.  They 

work exclusively with over 400 Independent Pharmacies in the Southeast, spanning from DC to 

Florida.  Their Pharmacy Program focuses heavily on Service, Support and Selection.  With a           

selection of over 400+ CBD and Delta-8 SKUs from the Top 10 Manufacturers in our Nation, you       

are certain to find what you are looking for! 
 

Coastal is partnered with the Cannabis Manufacturers who have set the Industry Standard for 

Excellence like Green Roads, Charlotte's Web, cbdMD and many more.  This allows Coastal to ensure 

that your patients have access to the highest quality and most vigorously tested products available 

on the market today.  Coastal is also known for having the #1 largest selection of Pharmacist-

formulated Delta-8 and Delta-10 THC products.   
 

As a partner of AIP, Coastal Cannabis Distributors is offering 50 FREE Delta-8 THC starter kits to 

AIP Members on a first come first serve basis.  This starter package includes a great selection of 

Delta-8 oils, capsules and edibles, and includes custom brochures and yard signage as 

well.    Patients of the Doctors and Pharmacists that Coastal works with are reporting incredible 

results for both sleep and pain.  Every Pharmacy that currently stocks Coastal's Delta-8 products 

can not keep them on the shelves.  
 

Call us today to receive your FREE Delta-8 THC starter kit, and watch your sales grow!   Call 843-

300-2050 NOW! 
 

https://www.flipsnack.com/CannabisPharmacy/free-d8-starter-kit.html 
 

Learn more @  CBDrefguide.com  Watch videos @ youtube.com/Coastalcbd 

Josh Kent  
 

M: 843-300-2050  
 

O: 843-885-4578  
josh@coastalcannabis.com 

 
Our top selling supplements include our Elderberry Extract, our Elderberry Wellness Syrup (extract with added honey,   

cinnamon and cloves), and our USDA Organic Elderberry Gummies that contain probiotics, Vitamin C and Zinc for whole 

body health! 
 

We have the only true Elderberry Extract on the market today, and it has a growing cult following. We use a gentle, proprietary process to 

collect the whole fruit and produce a pure extract from simple, all-natural ingredients. We know potency and quality are the things 

our customers value, and it’s what we aim to consistently deliver with all our products. 
 

INTEGRITY & TRANSPARENCY THROUGH RIGOROUS 3RD PARTY TESTING.  

We test all our supplements for polyphenols and anthocyanins—the nutrients that give elderberry its immune boosting qualities—through 

USP Monograph quality standards. These high standards take a look at the identity, strength, purity, and performance of our                   

ingredients.  
 

In addition, we also have every Norm’s Farms supplement TRU-ID tested for authenticity. It’s just another way we make sure we’re               

delivering quality elderberry products to you and your customers. Transparency is a matter of principle and honesty, and it’s the 

foundation Norm’s Farms is built on. 
 

We are looking forward to working with each of you! For orders and questions please reach out to me at:  Ira Planer/

ira@normsfarms.com/919-349-0942 (M)/www.NormsFarms.com 
 

Be Well, Get Elderberry! - Ira Planer 

NEW PARTNER—NORM’S FARMS—Continued from Page 8 
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To advance the concept of pharmacy care. To 
ensure the economic viability and security of 
Independent Pharmacy; To provide a forum for 
Independent Pharmacy to exchange information 
and develop strategies, goals and objectives; To 
address the unique business and professional 
issues of independent pharmacies; To develop 
and implement marketing opportunities for 
members of the Academy with emphasis on the 
third party prescription drug program/benefit 
market; To provide educational programs  
designed to enhance the managerial skills of 
Independent Pharmacy Owners and Managers; 
and, To establish and implement programs and 
services designed to assist Independent        
Pharmacy Owners and Managers. 

AIP Mission Statement 

 

KEEP INDEPENDENTS          
INDEPENDENT 
 

Please don’t forget, if you have a desire to  
sell your pharmacy or if you have an interest 
in buying a pharmacy, please  contact Jeff 
Lurey at 404-419-8103. We have been quite 
successful during the past several years at 
keeping independents  independent. We  
maintain a list of pharmacists who want to 
buy additional pharmacies and we also keep a 
list of young pharmacists who want to own a  
pharmacy.  All information is kept strictly 
confidential. 
 


